Acute management of traumatic forequarter amputations: case reports.
Traumatic forequarter amputation is a rare and very devastating injury. The arm, including the scapula, clavicle, and pectoral muscle, is torn from the body by a tremendous traction force, usually combined with a counteracting force from the body. The cases of three patients are presented. One patient was caught by the axle of a harvesting machine, resulting in a forequarter amputation of his right extremity and amputation of his left arm at the level of the upper arm. The other two patients had their arms caught in conveyer belts. All patients survived. Closure of the defect was performed acutely using a local pedicled musculocutaneous flap in one case and free vascularized musculocutaneous flaps from the amputated limbs in the two other cases.